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Our whole school curriculum is designed to ensure that our children know more, that this 
knowledge is retained and built upon as they progress throughout the year and their time in 
school, providing a solid base of knowledge which underpins everything the children do. The 
curriculum supports the development of the pupil as a whole, supporting confidence and 
resilience as well as allowing children to develop their emotional literacy. We aim to excite, 
inspire and engage our children, allowing them to apply their knowledge and skills 
confidently in a range of situations.  The following document expands upon our core aim 
and curriculum intent.  
 
The curriculum at Saint Nathaniel’s Academy is carefully designed to meet the needs of all learners. 
It balances a drive for academic achievement alongside a broad range of experiences which excite, 
enthuse and engage pupils both in their learning within the academy and their lifelong learning.  
We focus on developing a deep crucial knowledge base for pupils as well as key skills for learning in 
all areas of the curriculum. Carefully planned activities are designed to allow children to learn,  
practice and apply their learning in a range of different ways.  
 

Learn together 
Know more, remember more 

Grow together 
Know yourself, grow yourself 

Achieve together 
Use your learning, develop your skills 
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We believe strongly that for learning to have meaning it has to be relevant and purposeful.  
Pupils need to spend time securing their learning rather than move quickly through a bank of facts 
before moving on to the next set of information. To prevent surface learning and encourage a 
deeper understanding for pupils we spend more time focusing on learning and application over time.  
The curriculum is designed to allow pupils to develop skills and build on crucial knowledge 
throughout the year as we carefully ‘strand’ learning to allow for areas to be taught, developed, 
repeated and applied in a range of contexts. This learning then builds progressively throughout the 
pupil’s time in the Academy. Crucial knowledge is developed and built on in a range of different 
contexts and pupils gain a deep understanding.  
 
Our carefully crafted curriculum is designed to meet the needs of all learners regardless of their 
specific needs. We recognise and celebrate the differences which make our pupils unique and 
understand that, while the curriculum will meet the majority of pupils educational needs, there may 
be times when the curriculum needs to be adapted to ensure reasonable adjustments are made 
which allow individual pupils the best level of access to their learning.  
 
The curriculum structure also meets the needs of disadvantaged pupils, it is designed to challenge 
the children as individuals and move learning forward from their individual starting points. We utilise 
pupil premium funding where applicable to ensure all children receive the support and challenge 
they need to close any gaps created by social disadvantage whilst also recognising that social 
disadvantage does not dictate an individual’s academic ability. 
 
Our curriculum is designed to allow our pupils to become confident, independent and resilient 
learners who choose to engage with their learning as they can see the relevance of learning and the 
benefits it will have on their lives as they move through the phases of school.  
 
Our curriculum is built around the principal that: 

• First comes understanding – through high quality teaching and learning in all areas of 
the curriculum 

• Then comes accuracy and application – through experiencing and using their 
understanding in a range of contexts, through the build-up and application of knowledge 
and skill over time 

• Finally comes fluency – a deep knowledge and ability to use the skills and knowledge 
developed in varied ways which show the pupils have mastered the learning.  

The use of Recap:  
Planned, quality recall and retrieval is an essential feature of the curriculum.  Teachers will 
incorporate recall and retrieval into their daily and weekly plans.  In addition, the following is worthy 
of note: 

• On the spot accurate assessment is the key to good recap.   
• Teachers will quickly move to longer recap of topic areas or concepts that are not fully 

embedded. 
• Differentiation of learning must be applied to recap work – some pupils will need more 

recap than others, which needs to happen without holding back the learning of the rest 
of the class. 

• Teachers will plan additional ongoing recaps as part of their weekly plans. 
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Our Academy ethos, which has driven the design of our curriculum, is summed up in our Motto: 
 

Learn together, Grow together, Achieve together 
 

Our curriculum provides a broad range of experiences and opportunities for our pupils to engage in 
and ensures that children develop an understanding of the importance of our Saint Nathaniel’s 
values; 
 

Ambition: ‘Do not seek your own good, but the good of the other person’ Corinthians 10:24 
 
Our curriculum is designed to create wow moments both inside and outside of school. We use both 
our local and the wider environment to enhance the learning of all pupils. Practical experiences, 
hands on work, visits and visitors as well as opportunities for children to look at the bigger picture 
and see the opportunities that are available in the world around them. In addition to building 
cultural capital, our curriculum also builds the confidence and resilience within pupils to allow them 
to take face each challenge and grasp their opportunities.  
 

Resilience: ‘Be strong and brave! Don’t be afraid and don’t panic, for I, the LORD your God, 
am with you in all you do’ Joshua 1:9 
 
From the very start of their learning journey in the Academy we develop our pupils as individuals, 
supporting their needs, fostering their passions and helping them find the things that they love. We 
focus on allowing our children to find their voice and grow as independent, resilient and confident 
learners who accept that making mistakes is a part of the learning process. SMSC lies at the heart of 
all learning; it is threaded through the curriculum and carefully considered in every subject area. Our 
learning environments support our pupils, allowing them to feel safe and comfortable in taking risks. 
We help out pupils become rounded individuals who are confident in who they are and we also 
support the wider family.  
 

Courage: ‘For I am the LORD, your God, who takes hold of your right hand and says to 
you, Do not fear; I will help you’ Isaiah 41:13  
 
In the simplest terms we want all of our children to reach their full potential and we strive to ensure 
the highest academic standards possible. We also want our pupils to experience new things and find 
those things that they are good at, that they love. We have the highest expectations of all children 
and we strive to ensure that they have the highest expectations of themselves no matter what issues 
they may face or barriers which block their progress.  
 
Careful analysis and discussion about our pupils’ backgrounds, life experiences and culture has 
helped us to design a curriculum with a clear focus on ‘Head, Heart, Hands’ in every subject area. We  
believe that by focusing on those key areas as priorities our children will be ready to successfully 
meet the challenges of the next stage of their education and their lives. 
 
Our curriculum priorities are: 
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Head 
We aim to: 

• Provide experiences which show children the wide range of possibilities available for 
their future.  

• Build their crucial knowledge and skill base to allow them to excel as learners and have a 
deeper understanding of all subjects and skill set which can be applied in a range of 
contexts.  

• Offer a wide range of opportunities to allow them to find their strengths and passions. 
• Provide them with skills to be creative and solve problems 
• Improve their oracy and communication 
• Build their love of learning and their willingness to improve their own learning and 

performance.  

Heart 
We aim to: 

• Develop balanced and emotionally literate pupils, developing their understanding of self.  
• Provide experiences which help our pupils value their environment and understand their 

responsibilities towards sustaining their local and global environment. 
• Develop pupils understanding of how to manage a range of positive and negative 

emotions to become resilient and confident individuals 
• Develop their skills in relating to others and their awareness of their local and global 

responsibilities. 
• Provide and understanding that mistakes are a learning opportunity and the first 

question that should be asked is ‘what did I learn from that?’ 

Hands 
We aim to:  

• Offer experiences which help them to become independent and resourceful learners.  
• Provide pupils with opportunities to practically apply skills in a range of contexts 
• Provide children with experiences of the environment around them and the 

opportunities this presents.  
• Allow the children to learn by doing, finding practical solutions to problems by applying 

their knowledge and skills.  

At Saint Nathaniel’s Academy our curriculum is carefully designed, planned and organised to ensure: 
 

Depth of learning (Head): 
Our definition of progress is; the widening and deepening of crucial knowledge, skills, understanding 
and learning behaviours.  We design, organise and plan our curriculum to ensure that children are 
not merely covering content but achieving a depth to their learning which enables them to use their 
skills and understanding in all areas of the curriculum. 
 
Our careful curriculum design and planning means that we build in many opportunities for repetition 
and practise opportunities for essential knowledge, skills and understanding in every subject. This 
ensures that children are able to revisit previous learning, which allows them to gradually develop a  
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deeper understanding of the skills and processes within subjects, at their own pace and in the best 
possible way for each individual child. 
 
Our curriculum is meticulously designed and planned to move the nature of children’s thinking to a 
higher order deep level of understanding rather than just acquiring new facts and knowledge.  

 
Balance for every pupil (Heart): 
It is our underlying belief that every child should feel valued and experience the feeling of success in 
a wide range of curriculum areas. We believe that through the curriculum we can begin to influence 
how the children feel about themselves, so that they feel confident and ready to tackle any 
challenge they may face. 

We have designed, organised and planned our curriculum to ensure every child receives an 
appropriate mix of academic and personal development which means that in practice our curriculum 
places equal importance on core and foundation subjects. 

At Saint Nathaniel’s Academy we place high priority on ensuring children’s physical and mental 
wellbeing are met. We understand that children will not be successful learners unless they are 
emotionally secure, therefore we carefully design our curriculum and adopt a flexible approach to 
timetabling to ensure that we can meet and respond to any issues which may arise. Children’s 
physical and mental wellbeing are as valued and important as academic development. 

We carefully monitor children’s progress with their personal development and our well planned and 
thoughtful approach to SMSC helps to ensure that every child is well cared for and supported.  

Our balanced approach to the curriculum is not at the expense of high standards in core subject 
areas. High standards and enabling children to reach national expectations and above is of vital 
importance if they are to succeed at the next stage of their education and go on to achieve full and 
happy lives and careers. 

Our full and rich curriculum, with it’s excellent range of experiences, ensures that every pupil at 
Saint Nathaniel’s Academy makes excellent progress both academically and personally.  

Breadth for every pupil (Hands): 
We have designed and planned our curriculum to offer a range of experiences which contribute to 
every child receiving a full and rich curriculum.  This allows children to practically apply their learning 
in a range of contexts as well as experience learning in a range of ways. 
 
We allow our children the opportunities to explore by doing and through experience (both inside 
and outside of school). By physically engaging in tasks and problem solving activities pupils are able 
to apply their knowledge and have a visceral experience which puts their knowledge and skills into 
practical context. 
 
The range of experiences we offer support and champion our culture and ensures that our children 
benefit from a full range of academic, spiritual, moral, social and cultural activities.  These activities 
enrich their lives and those of our whole school community and make them proud of their British 
values and diverse society to which belong and play an active part. We are proud that our curriculum 
gives our children the skills, confidence and self-belief to lead a happy and fulfilled life by 
encouraging them to aim high. 


