
                        Art and DT 

The Curriculum at Saint Nathaniel’s Academy. 

The Intent, implementation and impact of our curriculum-Art and DT 

Intent 

Here at Saint Nathaniel’s Academy we value and are dedicated to the teaching of Art and Design Technology. We see 

this as a fundamental part of school life. We are committed to providing an ‘Art and DT Rich Curriculum’ for our 

children. We believe that by developing this, we can contribute to the quality of our children’s lives, both within and 

beyond school. We see art and design as a means to support learning in a range of ways. The skills that are 

developed in these subjects can be transferred across the curriculum and thus aid learning. 

 
The Art and DT curriculum at Saint Nathaniel’s provides children with opportunities to develop their skills using a 
range of media and materials. Children learn the skills of drawing, painting, printing, collage, textiles, 3D work and 
digital art and are given the opportunity to explore and evaluate different creative ideas. Children will be introduced to 
a range of works and develop knowledge of the styles and vocabulary used by famous artists. The skills they acquire 
are applied to their cross-curricular topics, allowing children to use their art skills to reflect on and explore topics in 
greater depth; for example, by sketching historical artefacts in detail, researching geographical locations to support 
their work on landscape painting or using art as a medium to express emotion and thought to enhance their personal, 
social and emotional development. Many areas of art link with mathematical ideas of shape and space; for example 
when printing repeating patterns and designs and thinking about 3D shapes to support structures. It is paramount that 
art work be purposeful; be this as a means of expression or to explore the styles of other artists that inspire our own 
work. Saint Nathaniel’s pupils should be clear what the intended outcomes are and have a means to measure their 
own work against this.  In Art, our children are expected to be reflective and evaluate their work, thinking about how 
they can make changes and keep improving. This should be meaningful and continuous throughout the process, with 
evidence of age-related verbal and written refection. Children are encouraged to take risks and experiment and then 
reflect on why some ideas and techniques are successful or not for a particular project. 

IMPLEMENTATION 

As a school and in accordance with the National Curriculum’s expectations, we aim to ensure that all pupils: 

 A knowledge organiser which outlines knowledge (including vocabulary) all children must master 

 A cycle of lessons for each subject, which carefully plans for progression and depth 

 Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

 Become proficient in drawing painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques 

 Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

 Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development 
of their art forms 

 Class teachers are usually responsible for teaching art and design technology, although there will be times 
when professional artists/helpers will be involved in the teaching of the topic. We take every opportunity to 
develop links with outside agencies and experts, including the local high schools such as the Co-Op Academy 
and Haywood High School. Local pottery firms will also be included e.g. Middleport Pottery, Emma 
Bridgwater, Gladstone, Wedgwood, in order to enrich our Art and Design provision. 

 Trips and visiting experts who will enhance the learning experience.    

IMPACT 

Saint Nathaniel’s children enjoy the self-expression that they experience in both Art and Design Technology. Our 

curriculum is high quality, well thought out and is planned to demonstrate progression through each year group. 

They are always keen to learn new skills and work hard to perfect those shown to them. The children’s art and DT is 

very often cross-curricular, and helps them to express feelings and emotions in art, as well as show their knowledge 

and understanding in history, geography and science. 


