
Crucial Knowledge - English

Writing Outcome: 
Children will write a fact sheet (Non-chronological report) about owls using 
information gathered from the text. They will be provided opportunities to best 
represent the information in different ways for example, in the choice of layout 
and subheadings. 

Pathways to Write keys.
Gateway keys: 
• Sequence sentences to form short narratives. 
• Join words and clauses by using the conjunction ‘and’.
• Use the subordinate clause ‘because’. 
• Add suffixes to verbs where no change is needed to the root word. 
• Write expanded noun phrases to describe and specify.    



Crucial Knowledge - English

Pathways to Write keys
Mastery Keys: 
• Use co-ordination conjunctions ‘but’ and ‘or’. 
• Add –ly to turn adjectives into adverbs. 
• Write for different purposes. 
• Use commas to separate items in a list. 

Pathways to Write keys.
Feature Keys
• Specific vocabulary linked to the topic. 
• Clear and precise descriptions. 
• Present tense.
• Included non-fiction features such as title, sub-headings, introduction, grouped information and 

facts from research. 
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Writing Outcome:
To write the first verses of a new poem based on The Owl and the Pussycat. 

The Owl and the
Pussycat 

By Edward Lear

Pathways to Write keys.
Gateway Keys:
• Learn a poem.

Pathway Keys:
• Compare similar poems.
• Collect vocabulary and ideas.

Writeaway Keys:
• Plan and share with a friend,

Poetry Keys:
• Experiment with words e.g. alliteration, humour. 
• Use adventurous word choices of nouns, adjectives and verbs to describe observations. 
• Use structured language patterns, including simple repeating phrases.

About the poem:
" The Owl and the 
Pussy-cat " is a 
poem by Edward 
Lear, first 
published in 1870 
America



Crucial Knowledge - Guided Reading

Above and Below 
by Hanako Clulow

Key Skills: 
Children will be able to: 
• Predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far. 
• Learn new vocabulary.
• Discuss and clarify the meaning of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary.
• Learn how to read and retrieve information to answer and ask questions about the text.
• Discuss their favourite words and phrases from the book.
• Discuss the sequence of events in a book and how items of information are related. 
• Learn how to make simple inferences on the basis what is being said and done. 

About the book: 
Lift the lid on eight animal habitats to see the extraordinary natural stories that happen 
above and below the surface. From the rainforest to the ocean and the macro to the micro, 
lift the flap to explore the fascinating relationships occurring in each of the world’s 
ecosystems.

Additional texts: 
Five Little Owls by 
Anonymous (from I am 
the Seed that Grew the 
Tree by Fiona Waters) 
Autumn 

About the Author:
Hanako Clulow is a freelance illustrator whose artwork draws upon a wide range of 
interests such as nature, animals, psychology and her native Japanese culture.



Crucial Knowledge - Math's – Addition and Subtraction



Crucial Knowledge - Math's – Addition and Subtraction



Crucial Knowledge - Math's – Properties of shapes
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Year 2 Computing  — Autumn 2

E-safety
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Year 2 Science – Autumn Term - Plants 

In this unit children have the opportunity to closely study plants and trees in the natural environment, tak-
ing measurements and making observational drawings. Children plant a seed and a bulb and compare
them as they grow. They record changes in their plants in words and pictures, take measurements
throughout the unit and finally draw bar charts to show the growth of the two plants. Children set up a
comparative experiment to observe what plants need to grow well, and watch the germination process
first hand by growing cress. Children begin to learn about plants we eat, and understand that farming
involves creating the right conditions for food crops to grow.

Lesson breakdown -

1. Observing plants

2. Seeds and bulbs

3. Life cycles

4. What do plants need?

5. Plants we eat

6. How do different plants grow?



Human and physical

geography

I know the difference between arable, dairy 
and livestock farming:
Arable: growing crops on land
Dairy: farming cows to produce milk
Livestock: breeding animals such as sheep, 
cows and pigs
I know how the different seasons affect life on 
a farm and can explain what happens on a 
farm in the different seasons:
Spring: crops are planted
Summer: looking after crops
Autumn: harvesting
Winter: animals are fed indoors
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Year 2 Geography — Autumn 2At the farm    

Geographical skills and

fieldwork

I can use an aerial photo to identify features such as 
buildings, fields and roads.
I can use a map with a simple key to identify 
features of a farm such as different buildings and 
fields.
I know what the four points of a compass are
(North, East, South, West) and I can use the four 
compass points to describe where something is on a 
simple map.

I can describe how living on a farm is different 
from living in a town:
A farm is in a RURAL area, surrounded by fields.
The farm may be close to or be part of a village.
The farm may be close to small shops.
The roads near a farm may be narrower and 
quieter than the busy main roads of a town or city.
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Year 2 Design and Technology -Vehicles

Evaluate
I can evaluate my finished moving vehicle. 

Design

Make

 I can explore different ways of using axles, chassis and wheels to 
create a moving base. 

I can design a vehicle with wheels, axles and chassis, as well as a 
body. 
I can follow a design to make a moving vehicle. 
I know what an axle is (a rod that helps a wheel rotate).
I know what a chassis is (the base of a vehicle).
I can investigate a range of vehicles, identifying and labelling their 
features. 


